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After such a low voter turnout
for our recent Village Elections it
seems clear that our residents are
either soundly satisfied or
completely complacent. My hope
is that you are not the latter.
If however the interest in local
affairs has diminished then I
challenge you. Get involved.
There are so many opportunities
out there today. For example,
want to help the kids? Take your
pick., volunteers are needed for
baseball, softball, soccer or
maybe take it further and you
could run for the school board.

Maybe other things motivate you.
Do you take issue with a large
scale wind farm in your area?
Then there are groups you can
get involved in for that too.
Do you like helping people in
need? Then don’t for get the
Barker Fire Department. They
provide life saving services to our
community. They are always
looking for new member in both
a firefighter, EMT or
administrative capacity.
We have openings at the Village,
as well. Zoning Board, Planning
Board and Ethics Boards usually

have openings annually. Just
come express an interest.
There are classes available
annually.
I know how it is. I’ve been to
many meetings. They can be
dry and sometimes overwhelming. But by attending or
volunteering for something in
the community, you just might
uncover a passion that you
didn't know you had.
Respectfully,
Aaron Nellist, Mayor
716-628-2578
villageofbarkermayor@gmail.com

Police Department Update by Chief Braughler

I am humbled an honored to greet
you as the newly appointed Chief of Police for
the Barker Police Department. I have over 15
Board of Trustees
years of law enforcement experience; as an
Officer, as a Police Instructor and as a
Mayor Aaron Nellist
Supervisor. I look forward to applying the
Deputy Mayor Janice Rider
skills I have learned to the benefit and service
Trustee Greg Kerth
of the Barker Community. I can assure you that
Trustee Kim Ruffini
I will focus on continuing to maintain the high
Trustee Jim Baker
standards of protecting and serving the citizens
of our community that has been established by
Clerk-Treasurer
retired Chief W. Ross Annable.
Amanda M. Detschner
I would like to say, “Thank You”
to the many residents that have welcomed me
and look forward to meeting all of you. I would
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer
also like to commend the dedicated men who
Vicky Baker
have, and who continue to serve as Officers of
our department.
DPW Superintendent
In addition to introducing myself,
Mark Remington
I would like to take this opportunity to share
some safety tips.
Code Enforcement Officer
As the warmer weather
Mark Remington
approaches, it is important to protect ourselves
and other on the roadways. When the
Police Chief
temperature rises, motorists share the road
with an increased number of bicyclists, pedesTimothy Braughler
trians and even pets. Of course, it’s important

to stay vigilant as a motorist, but also as a
pedestrian or cyclist.
When walking, utilize
sidewalks when possible and walk in
the opposite direction of traffic. When
you walk facing traffic, it is easier to spot a
potential errant driver so you can get out of
the way.
When driving, take it
slow! Children and pets may enter the
roadway unexpectedly and quickly. While you
may think they are safely on the side of the
road or a lawn, the behaviors of kids and pets
are often unpredictable and they may dart into
the road after a ball or toy. Slowdown and
give yourself time to react. School zone
speed limits are posted and will be enforced,
but the more important goal is to prevent any
tragic injury or loss of life.
When bicycling, obey all
traffic laws and wear a helmet! Bicyclists
on the roadway are subject to the same vehicle
and traffic laws as motorists. Use hand signals
to indicate turning and follow the direction of
traffic. A helmet may save your life in a
crash, and for those under fourteen,
the law requires you to wear one.

Children aged 1 to 4 must also wear a safety
certified helmet and additionally must ride in a
specially designed child safety seat. Parents,
please encourage your children to make smart
choices on their bikes and ensure they are
wearing their helmet.
A final tip for Spring: Beware of Scams
Related to Tax Season. The REAL IRS will
not call you and threaten to have you arrested
if you don’t pay them immediately. The IRS
directs those who receive a call such as this to
hang up. You can report the scam online
through irs.gov (NOT .com) or over the phone
by calling 1-800-366-4484. Bear in mind,
scammers change their tactics and will try
many things to trick you into giving them your
money. If you owe, or think you owe taxes,
you can confirm and speak with someone at
the IRS by calling 1-800-829-1040.
In closing, I’d like to
wish everyone a Safe
and Happy Spring.
God Bless!
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March 21, 2017 Village Election Results
The Annual Village Election was
held on Tuesday, March 21,
2017 from Noon until 9:00pm
in the Village Hall board room.
A total of 35 ballots were cast
for the Offices of Mayor and
two Trustee positions.
The Results for the office of
Mayor was incumbent Aaron
Nellist with 25 votes and write
ins Herbert Meyer with 8 votes,
Martin Padilla 2 votes. This will
be Mayor Nellist’s third term.
The results for the office of
Trustees was incumbent Gregory
Kerth with 27 votes, James Baker
with 29 votes and a write in of
Gregory Goodlander with 3

votes. This will be Trustee
Kerth’s third term in office, as
well. This will be Trustee Baker’s
first term in office.
Congratulations to Mayor Aaron
Nellist, Trustee Greg Kerth and
newly elected Trustee James
Baker!
Village Elections are held annually, in odd years the Mayor and
two Trustee positions are open
and in even years two Trustee
positions are open. Your local
government is the best place for
your voice to be heard, so please
consider serving your community
by running for a Board position,

serving on the Planning or Zoning boards, or volunteering at
any civic organization. We have
to work together to make our
community the special place we
all know it to be.
Thank you to our faithful Election Chairman, Grace Bodine
and our newest Election Inspector Sarah Broecker for their
service to the Village during the
Election. We appreciate your
time and dedication ladies!

How Building Permits Protect Homeowners
Due to the cost and time involved
with securing permits, some homeowners skip this step so they can
begin a project promptly. However,
this can end up being a costly
mistake. Permits might seem like a
nuisance , but they actually protect
homeowners in various ways.
PERMITS ENSURE SAFE
WORKMANSHIP—Permits
provide a blueprint by which
contractors and do-it-yourselfers
must complete renovations. Because
inspections will take place, there is
no wiggle room. Shortcuts often
translate into subpar work that may
lead to malfunction and injury in the
long run. Safeguarding against poor

workmanship means homeowners
can feel confident in the work being
done.
PERMITS REDUCE THE
LIKELIHOOD OF COSTLY
MISTAKES— As inspectors go
through their checklists, they may
notice things that were done
incorrectly and will offer advice
about how to mend the problem
before it becomes a larger headache.
If left unchecked, an electrical error
could lead to a fire or another
dangerous situation. Repairs that are
not structurally sound may pose
problems or deteriorate more quickly
that structures that are constructed
correctly. Furthermore, catching

NC Free Rabies Clinics 2017
Sat., June 10th

Sat., September 16th

Hyde Park-Oasis/Centennial
Pavilion (behind the Ice Arena)
911 Robbins Drive,
City of Niagara Falls
9:00am-11:00am

Town of Lockport Highway Garage
6560 Dysinger Road
Town of Lockport
9:00am-11:00am

Sat., July 15th
Town of Wilson Highway
Garage, 3356 WilsonCambria Road
Town of Wilson
9:00am-11:00am

Sat., December 2nd
City of North TonawandaPublic Works Department
758 Erie Avenue
City of North Tonawanda
2:00pm-4:00pm

improper technique early on
eliminates having to tear down and
redo work, which can be a costly and
time consuming endeavor.
PERMITS PROTECT AGAINST
FINES— Sometimes work goes as
planned even for homeowners who
did not obtain the necessary permits.
However, years later, when other
work needs to be done, inspectors
may discover homeowners never
secured proper permits and
inspections years earlier, leading to
fines. Furthermore, if work is done
without a permit and an accident
occurs, any damages or injuries may
not be covered by a homeowner’s
insurance policy.

It's not too early to start thinking
about the Summer Reading at the
Barker Public Library.
The library has programs planned to
keep your children reading and
learning this summer while having
fun and winning prizes. Children
who join the summer library
program keep their minds active
and enter school in the fall ready to
learn and ready to succeed.
Remember, you are your child's first
teacher. Look at picture books with
your children who have not learned
to read and point out people,
animals, and object in the pictures.
Read to your children and ask them
to read to you. We will be happy to
help you find books that are just
right. Our hope is that you and your
family enjoy looking at books and
reading together and that you
discover the treasures of the
Barker Public Library.
Look for information on the libraries
2017 Build a Better World Program
either at the library or coming home
with your child at the end of the
school year.
Happy Reading!

Dog Control Officer Reminders
It is State Law to license your dog.
If you haven't done so yet,
please visit the Town of
Somerset Town Clerk to get a
license. All dogs 6 months and
older must be licensed. The
cost is $6.00 for spayed/
neutered dogs and $16.00 for
un-spayed/un-neutered dogs.
You will need proof of a
current rabies vaccination. A dog
license can make for a happy reunion
if your dog is caught running at

large. If the owner of a dog is
unable to be located the animal is
taken to Fort Hyde
Kennels, which is costly to
the owner who is
responsible to pay all fees
pertaining to the capture.
Dogs are required to be
under the control of the
owner at all times.
Please pick up after your animal
when you are out walking.

Spring Newsletter 2017
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Code Enforcement & Dept. of Public Works Reminders
Spring means clean up time! Please
take the time to get rid of junk and
debris to keep your yard looking
nice! It doesn’t cost anything to be
neat and tidy. Our trash pick-up
allows one large item a week.
Reminder it is illegal to place household electronics to the curb as of
January 2013.
As Village residents you are only
allowed ONE unregistered vehicle
per property. This includes boats,
snowmobiles, trailers, etc.
Please keep your lawns mowed. The
Village code requires lawns to be
kept under 6 inches.
Building permits are required for
pools and most home improvements.
Have Questions??
Or need to know what
week it is for
recycling /garbage
pick-up
Or want to know when
the next Board
meeting will be held
Or when the Village
Hall is open– Visit our
website. It contains
all kinds of useful
information!
www.villageofbarker.org

Please call the Village office at 7953777 before you begin a project.
The chipping service is provided for
residents that have fallen limbs or
branches. When removing trees
from your property it is your
responsibility to remove debris,
these items will NOT be chipped. If
you are having a tree service trim
or remove trees from your
residence, it is the tree services
responsibility to remove all limbs
and debris created from the work
that was performed. Due to the
condition of our chipper we are
unable to take care of vines of any
kind, leaves, grass, shrubs or any
branch that is more than 3” in
diameter. ALL vines, leaves, grass,

shrubs and small twigs need to be
bagged and put out to the road for
pick up on garbage day or take them
to the public works garage dumpster.
All limbs and branches put to the
curb for chipping are to be BUTT
ENDS TO THE STREET, which aids
in easier feeding of the chipper, and
the pile may be NO MORE than 3’
HIGH. Please be aware of sidewalks
and streets when placing limbs to the
curb, the limbs should NOT be
blocking the sidewalks or
be in the road at any time.
Chipping is only done when
TIME ALLOWS by the
Public Works Department.

Annual Drinking Water Quality Report-2016
As the Municipality that
supplies your drinking water, we
feel that it’s important that each
resident is informed. We
purchase our water from the
Niagara County Water District,
which in turn rigorously
processes and tests the water
supplied by the Niagara River.
The Niagara County water
district has to comply with all
state and federal requirements
in order to ensure a safe and
adequate water supply. Each
quarter the Village must provide

samples to test for various
bacteria, chemicals and other
pollutants. These samples are
taken to an independent
laboratory and analyzed. The
results are then mailed to the
Village and the Niagara County
Health Dept. Each month a
sample is taken by the Niagara
County Health Dept to check for
lead concentrations in the
water, which in turn analyzes
the water and sends the results
to the Village. We’re happy to
report that all samples are

within the normal limits.
The Annual Drinking Water
Quality Report for 2015 is
enclosed. This report provides
residents of the Village specific
information about their dinking
water/water supply. If you have
any questions contact Mark
Remington, DPW
Superintendent, at the Village
Hall Office at 716-795-3777. We
would be happy to answer any
questions you may have.

The Somerset Lumber Company by Pete Devereaux, Historian
Curtis Lum of Middleport moved to
Barker and started a lumber yard in
1883 on the corner of Church Street and
East Avenue and named the business
Lum Lumber Yard. His only son Lester
started working their in 1884 and
continued to work with his father and
the business became known as L.C. Lum
Lumber. The business was sold to
William J. Taylor in 1940.
In 1945 Robert Crosier from Gasport

bought the business along with his
father-in-law Oscar Whitmire. It became
the Barker Lumber Company. When
Oscar retired Robert became the sole
owner. He continued the business until
he died in 1974.
In 1976 the business was sold to brothers, Donald and Walter Wilson of
Gasport and became the Barker Building
Supply Inc.

In 1982 the lumber company was sold to
Paul Calkins Lumber Company closed the
Somerset Lumber Company and so ends
the lumber company business in the
Village of Barker.
It is kind of strange that one of the last
managers of the Lumber Company in
Barker happens to be the current Mayor
Aaron Nellist. The very last manager
was Jim Harris.
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2016
Annual Drinking
Water Quality Report
Enclosed

NC Veterans Service Agency
If you are a Veteran and are unsure
about the benefits you receive, you
have the opportunity to meet with a
representative from the County about
helping you receive all that your
entitled too. NEW-the service
representative will be able to print the
Thank A Vet cards right at you’re
appointment.
June 14, 2017 at the Town,
call 716-795-3575 ext.2
December 13, 2017 at the Village,
call 716-795-3777
Please make an appointment, if you
stop by without an appointment you
will have to wait until there is an
opening available. Each appointment
is approximately one hour long. Please
remember to BRING YOUR
SEPARATION PAPERS WITH
YOU.
Thank You for your Service!!!

Just a Reminder:
You may put one large item out per week
for garbage collection
If you have questions please call the
Village Hall or Modern at
1-800-330-7107
The Village of Barker is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of
discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any
USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may
also write a letter containing all of the information requested in
the form. Send you completed complaint form or letter to us by
mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington D.C.
20250-9410, or by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at
program.intake@usda.gov.

Have an OLD refrigerator or
freezer you need to dispose of?
Modern will pick it up and
recycle it at no cost. All you
need to do is call their
customer service team and
schedule a pick up.
1-800-330-7107

FARMERS MARKET
Thursdays from 5:00-7:00pm
June 22nd – September 14th
Faith United Methodist Church
1449 Quaker Road
716-795-9945

